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ARCHITECT-US CAREER TRAINING USA BASIS OF COMPETITION

Convención AIA Atlanta 2015

Architect-US Professional Career Training Program, as organizer, announces the call for entries open to students and professionals in 
the field of Architecture, Design and Engineering, for the design and construction of the booth with which Architect-US will participate 
in the AIA National Convention that will be held on May 19-21st in Philadelphia. The Convention is the perfect scenario to promote 
global dialogues and advocate for excellence and talent, among the people who are leading the resurgence of the building industry.

OBJET OF THE COMPETITION

About the AIA
The American Institute of Architects has been the leading professional 
membership organization for licensed architects, emerging professionals, and 
allied partners since 1857. The AIA has more than 83,000 licensed architects and 
associated professionals as members.

About Architect-US
With the aim of promoting the integration and inclusion of top students and 
up-and-coming professionals to one of the most competitive markets in the 
world, Architect-US Professional Career Training Program sponsors Architecture, 
Engineering and Design students, recent graduates and young professional to 
pursue an internship/training program in United States as part of the U.S. 
Government J-1 Exchange Visitor Program.

About PhilAIAdelphia!
The American Institute of Architects 2016 National Convention, will be held in 
May 19th, 20th and 21st at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. Set in the heart 
of historic Philadelphia, the Convention is the most important event in the US 
that brings together professionals of the Architecture, Construction and Design 
industry, registering 16.936 attendees and 747 exhibitors at the Atlanta AIA 2015 
Convention. 



Architect-US
Professional Career Training Program

e. consultas.concursos@architect-us.com 
t. +1-347-708-1790 / +34-620-246-333 
w. www.architect-us.com / www.blog.architect-us.com

ARCHITECT-US CAREER TRAINING USA BASIS OF COMPETITION

Convención AIA Chicago 2014 

Conditions to be met by participants

Participants must be either currently enrolled in an Architecture, Design or Engineering University, or hold a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Architecture, Design or Engineering. The competitios is open for team or individual participation. Intervening in this competition 
implies recognition and acceptance of all the provisions of the Basis.

PARTICIPANTS CLAIM
No participants may complain to the organizer and/neither promote or resort to any propaganda that tries to undermine or dis-
credit members of the jury, the organizer or other participants.

AFFIDAVIT OF AUTHORSHIP AND DISCLOSURE OF PARTICIPANTS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Each participant must declare in writing and under their signature that the work submitted is their personal work. Furtheermore, 
participants must submit signed a disclosure that transfers their intellectual property rights over the proposal in order to be able to 
build it in PHILAIADELPHIA, as well as in any Architect-US marketing materials for subsequent promotion.

ANONYMITY
Participants may not disclose the identity of their work nor maintain any communications concerning the Competition with Jury 
members or competition Organiser. See section “Required documentation” for further details.

The competition is free and open to International students and young professionals in the field of Architecture, Engineering and 
Design, from March 1st to April 18th 2016. The aim of the competition is to provide students and young professionals with:

1. The opportunity of having a first approach to the world of exhibitions and ephemeral architecture in an international environment 
2. The opportunity of making their first professional contact with the American market and with Institution that governs the industry 
of Architecture, Construction and Design in the U.S., the American Institute of Architects. 
3. The opportunity of getting their design built in PhilAIAdelphia 2016, the most prestigious and higher international standing of the 
Architecture, Construction and Design american industry.

NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE COMPETITION

PARTICIPATION
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Skyline de Philadelphia

Proposals should be sent by email to concursos@architect-us.com before April 18th 2016 at 12pm. To ensure the anonymity of the 
proposals, these have to be submitted in two separate files named as follows :

REGISTRATION

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

01_ProyectName_BOARD.pdf
- The Design Presentation Board must be exactly 24” wide x 36” 
high (saved as pdf document). Do not include information about 
the design team on the Design Presentation Board. Indication of 
the design team will result in disqualification. 
ALL proposals must be submitted in english and have a project 
name, which must be shown on the board. The board should 
include all required information to its fully comprehension for 
further construction, and must contain at least the following:
       + Floor, elevation and ceiling dimensional plans. 
       + Most representative cross and longitudinal dimensional           
          section/s.
       + Renderings of the most representative booth views and 
          an overview perspective/s.
       + Graphical instructions of the assembling and construction          
          of the booth. 
NOTE: The pdf file must have enough resolution to be printed at 
a 1:1 scale.

01_ProyectName_SPECS SHEET.pdf
- The specification sheet must describe the number of honey-comb 
cardboard pads of each thickness used for the design of the booth, 
along with the steps to be underatken for its construction.

01_ProyectName_FILE.dwg
- A dwg file with the proposal drawings setup for the honey-comb 
pieces to be laser cutted following the Specs Sheet. 

02_ParticipantName_SUBMISSION REGISTRATION.pdf
- The submission registration form (attached in the registration 
confirmation email) must include participant contact details.

02_ParticipantName_AUTHORSHIP AFFIDAVIT.pdf
- Signed affidavit about the authorship of the work duly signed by 
the author/s (attached in the registration confirmation email).

02_ParticipantName_INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DISCLOSURE.pdf
 - Signed intellectual property disclosure for the display and 
publishing of the submitted proposal (attached in the registration 
confirmation email).

w. www.architect-us.com 
e. training@architect-us.com
t. +1-347-708-1790 / +34-620-246-333 / +34-630-431-842

Programa de Prácticas Profesionales y 
Experiencia Profesional en EEUU Architect-US

File 2. 02_ProyectName.zipFile 1 . 01_ProyectName.zip

Those interested in participating in the competition must register before 8pm on April 15th 2016 filling out the registration form on our 
website www.architect-us.com. Once the registration is recorded, the participant will receive an email with the required information to 
submit the proposal. 
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The competition entitles the design of a self-supporting booth of 100 squared 
feet (1 feet = 0.3048 m) that must comply with the AIA booth specification 
requirements and Cigraph requirements; honey-comb cardboard supplier and 
only materila used for the design and construction of the booth. The proposal 
must include the design of a 4’ high counter hall, three stools and at least one 
horizontal element for marketing material display. The proposal must also 
make sure the equivalent to two DIN A3 space is available for the Architect-US 
and Cigraph logos.
The jury will consider the following criteria and scoring system for selection of 
the winning design:
    - 50 points: Self-supporting structural solution
    - 25 points: Material usage optimization & reduction of cardboard pads used
    - 15 points: Design, originality and visual impact
    - 10 points: Ease of assembly, disassembly and transport. 

The jury will make the selection of winners following the selection criteria described in previous sub-paragraph and awarding the prizes 
described in the respective section. The jury will be composed of the following members:

SELECTION CRITERIA

JURY AND SELECTION PROCESS

Procedure
Jury members will be nominative and irremovable from the constitution of the Jury until the competition ruling. The Jury will work 
as a quorum consisting of a majority of its members and the ruling will be made in accordance with the direct vote of its members 
according to the following duties and responsibilities:
       a) Accept the terms of these Basis.
       b) Know the AIA rules and specifications for the booth design and construction.
       c) Ensuring the assessment of all proposals in accordance with the scoring system established on the Basis.       
       d) Critically assess all the design andstructural proposals.
       e) To award prizes and other distinctions forseen in these Basis. 
       f) To declare out of competition the proposals that have not complied with the mandatory conditions of the Basis. 
       g) Draw up a certificate that records the results of the Competition, explaining the ruling fundamentals.

Call entry and Ruling
The jury will be convened on April 19th 2016 and the ruling wil be published no later than April 20th. For well-founded reasons, the 
jury may request the organizer extending the deadline for the ruling.

Resoluction and awards ceremony
The prizes will be notified via email and published on Architect-US website www.architect-us.com as well as at the Architect-US blog: 
www.blog.architect-us.com within 24 hours from jury ruling communication.

- Nuno Ravara
  Herzog & de Meuron Associate
  www.herzogdemeuron.com

- Salvador Pérez Arroyo
  Honorary Profesor of the Bartlett School of Architecture UCL
  www.salvadorperezarroyo.com

- Blanca Lleó
  Vice Dean of Madrid Polytechnic School of 
  Architecture External and International Relations 
  www.blancalleo.com

- Ivan Shunkov
  President of Harvard Architectural & Urban 
  Society Alumni
  www.ivanshumkov.com

- Alex Alaimo
  AIA National Associates Committee Director at Large
  www.aiany.aiany.org

- Patricia Garcia Chimeno
  Architect-US Career Training Program 
  US Market Director of Operations
  www.architect-us.com

Love Park, Philadelphia JFK Plaza

Proposals not delivered within the alloted time and procedures set out in the sub-paragraph “Documentation“, or that contained an 
irrefutable indication of the participants’ identity, won’t be accepted.
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Museo de Arte de Philadelphia

Participants may submit their questions or clarifications to consultas.concursos@architect-us.com until 8pm on April 17th 2016. The 
questions must relate to specific points of the Basis and must be expressed in a concise and clear manner. Inquiries will be send 
without signatures or signs that allow sender’s identify. Indication of the project name will result in disqualification. 
All participants’ inquiries will be posted on the blog of Architect-US: www.blog.architect-us.com

The winning projects will become property of Architect-US Career Training Program in acquisition proceedings. All proposals projects 
may be exhibited both in public and private media, at a national and international level at Architect-US Career Training Program 
discretion and may be published in digital media, graphics and others also at Architect-US Career Training Program discretion.

The following prizes will be taken care by Architect-US, in the role of organiser:
- 1ST PRIZE: Construction of the winning design at PHILAIADELPHIA 2016 + 800€ + Convention Entry Ticket (not redeemable for cash).  
- 2ND PRIZE: Board display at PHILAIADELPHIA 2016 + 400€.
- HONORIFIC MENTION: Board display at PHILAIADELPHIA 2016. 

INQUIRIES

GENERAL CONDITIONS

ARCHITECT-US RIGHTS

PRIZES

TIMELINE
01/03/2016: Competition announcement
17/04/2016 (20hrs.): Last date for inquiries
18/04/2016 (12hrs.): Competition call entry
19/04/2016: Prizes and Mentions’ selection and awarding
20/04/2016: Comunication to Winners and virtual award ceremomy. 
19-20-21/05/2016: PHILAIADELPHIA! 2016 American Institute of Architects National Convention
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- The decisions of the Jury are final. Any case not covered by these regulations will be resolved by the jury irrevocably.
- The winner must provide the airfare ticket prior to PHILAIADELPHIA 2016 entry ticket is granted.
- Prizes are subject to direct and indirect taxes legally established.
- Winners must issue a signed receipt/invoice attesting they have received the award.
- The participation in this competition implies acceptance of these rules.
- Prizes will be declared void should the jury finds none of the submitted proposals are relevant for the purposes of the Competition.
- The organizer may reserve the right to inlcude changes in the winning proposal to ensure its viability when necessary.
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SPECIFICATIONS PROVIDED BY THE AIA
REGULATIONS FOR THE DESIGN OF THE BOOTH

1. In-Line booths only have one side exposed to a 
corridor, defined as access.
2. The booth must be 10’x10’ (100 sq feet). 
3. The maximum height of 8’ is permitted on the back 5’ 
section and a maximum height of 4’ is permitted on the 
front 5’ section (access).
4. No hanging signage from the ceiling is allowed.
5. The horizontal element designed for the display of 
marketing material may not exceed 12“ in depth in any 
case.
6. The designed counter hall may not exceed 4’ high.
7. Walls thickness may vary with a maximum of 10”. At 
the front of the booth (access), wall thickness can only 
reach 3“ maximum.
8. While not mandatory, a ceiling design can only be 
proposed on the back 5’ section not being able to 
exceed the 8’ high in any case.
9. Floor area is eligible to form part of the proposal as 
long as 75% of it is free for transit.
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Figures in no case constitute a formal representation of the booth.!

SPECIFICATIONS PROVIDED BY CIGRAPH

1. All designed elements must only use the CIGRPAH 
honey-comb cardboard. 
2. The design must comply with the following measures 
and assembling rules:

2 Minimum cutting dimensions

R=1cm

Minimum radius

1cm

1cm

Minimum cut

1

- # of Sheets:   50 maximum
- Measures:      48”x96” 
- Thicknesses:  10 ó 16 mm (combination is permitted)

Available material to be used
(The jury will award the max optimization of the material)

- Workshop:  
The components will be glued to
form a maximum of 7 elements.

- Transport: 
Each of those elements (7 max.)
should be able to be contained in a box 
of 48“x96“x10 “ to be transported.

- Construction: 
The final assembling of those elements 
will be made insitu at the convention, 
being only permitted the use of card 
board for the assembling. Adhesives or 
mechanical elements are forbidden.

The proposal may consist of as many pieces as the participant estimates, 
taking into consideration the available material and its max optimization.

Construction and transport

component

glued components = 
element (7 max)

assembled 
elements = 
BOOTH
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